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aln this study of fundamentals we women have to create new standards. All
womenrs struggles for reforms when analysed are our expression of revolt against
a double standard. There has been acquiescence everywhere in the idea that there
shall be one standard for men, and another different standard for women. There is a
double standard In morality, in wages, in ^education, in citizenship, in opportunities
for work and service, in religion. Here lies the Centre of the women's movement.
Having become aware of the injustices, cruelty and depreciation under which the
mass of women suffer because of the double standard we are determined to establish
ourselves as an order of humanity equal in spiritual degree to our brothers, and in
every section of the social and economic framework to be valued by the economic
worth of the work we do, not by sex. Last year, our President, the Maharani of
Travancore, said truly, "The solution of women's problems depends on securing for
them, in marriage and out of it, economic independence. There must be freedom to
work outside the home, and economic partnership in the home'.
"The tide of national consciousness has risen high in the last ten years. The
people state now everywhere that they want the government of the country wholly
in their own control. We women in this Conference are part of the people. We
cannot separate ourselves from them. We are in our own way a representative cross-
section of the people. How can we remain dumb about national freedom, the very
basis of all great reforms ? The demand for Swaraj is not a party question. Na-
tional self-government is a racial birthright above the divisions of party way^s and
means of securing or maintaining it. There is no regulation in our Constitution to
prevent us from expressing ourselves on this paramount subject. Has not the poli-
tical status of the whole country as much to do with the welfare of women and
children as the political status of women within an admittedly unsatisfactory new
constitution ? Knowing our members and constituencies intimately as I do I make
bold to say that there is not one of us who will not rejoice if we pass a resolution
at the earliest possible moment declaring that we unite as a Conference with the
country's demand for political freedom because it is our brightright, because it is a
principle, and because it alone will give full effect to the social and economic freedom
of women and secure our desired welfare of children. Our first mandate to our 56
women legislators must be ;Work first for political liberty, for liberation from sub-
jection, both internal and external, and side by side with that supreme task work for
ail our already expressed ideal and reforms'."
Memorandum to the League of Nations
Status of Women in India
A memorandum on the status of women in India was submitted to the
League of Nations by the All-India Women's Conference and the Women's Indian
Association in September 1936.
They regret immensely to report that the Government of India have sent to the
League of Nations a Memorandum on the Political and Civil Status of women in
British India without so much as consulting Indian Women's Organisations.
In the Council of State six elective seats are for women to be filled by votes from
members of all the Provincial Chambers. "Women's franchise for other seats is on
the same basis as that of men.
Nine elective seats for women in the Federal Assembly are to be filled by votes
from all women members of all the Provincial Chambers. Women members of the
Provincial Chambers will also have the right to vote for the members of the Feder-
al Assembly.
Some Provinces have Upper   as well  as Lower   Houses.   "Women   have seats for
m aS the Lower Houses   other   than the North   "West Frontier   Provinces and
tFiB be eligible to stand for   election to all Chambers on   equal terms with men.
Women have been given special franchise qualifications over and above the general
s apppeable to both men and women, e.g. an educational qualification which
eerfeam Provinces   those who are   wives and   widows of those possessing
M   have-   possessed   necessary   property   qualifications ; those   who are
wives and widows of those who   were in the previous   financial  year assessed to the
necessary income tax; th-ose who are wives,   pensioned widows or pensioned mothers
an o&er, mo^-comBaissionad officer or   soldier of   His Majesty's  Regular Military
- aiKl tfeose wbo are wives and widows of a retired,   pensioned or
or soldier of His Majesty's Regular Military Forces.